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A r?01?5-C2lc2l, or MARTIAL OTi^, fung at the 
Battle of Cniicha by FERGUS, Son of FINN, and 
addrejfed to GOLL, the Son of MORN A; -with a literal 
Tranflation and Notes. By SILVESTER O'HALLORAN, 
Efq; M. R. L A. ^c. Communicated by the Right Honourable the 
Earl of CHARLEMONT. 



VJ O L L, the hero of the following rhapfody, was faid to be of Read Jan. 
the blood royal of the Danaan princes, who ruled over Ireland '^^^ '7 ^' 
for near two centuries before the arrival of the Clana-Mile, 
commonly called Milefians. He flicceeded his father as here- 
ditary grand mafler of the knights of Connaught. Thefe had been 
called the Heroes of Irrus, from the feat of their principal 
academy or college in the county of Mayo ; but fo great was the 
glory and renown acquired by Morna, that from him they were 
called, The Followers of Morna ; by which name they are 
known, and by no other, at this day. Goll having finifhed his 
academic exercifes, and taken the laft and folemn vows of chi- 
valry, proved himfelf, by a variety of exploits, worthy that place 

( N ) which 



I 8 3 

which his rank and blood entitled him to fill. Accordingly, 
ibon after the death of his father, we find him called to the 
chief command of the Imperial army by the monarch Con, fur- 
named Of the hundred Battles, to fiipprefs a moft powerful 
and dangerous confederacy formed againfl him. In the engage- 
ment that enfued, called the battle of Cnucha (fought A.D. 155.) the 
enemy were not only completely defeated^ but Goll had the addi- 
tional glory of killing, in fingle combat, Cumhal, mafter of the 
Leinfter knights, commander of the enemy's army, and a champion 
highly celebrated for his valorous deeds both in Britain and GauL 
It was on marching to the onfet, it was in the heat of the fight, and 
until fortune declared in favour of the imperialifts in this battle, 
that this ode was fung by Fergus *, the chief bard of Goll. The 
confequences of this battle were well remembered above a cen- 
tury after; where Oifin, in his i<iO) ti<t Se-)l5e-, or hiinting ode, 
deplores the death of Cumhal, " llain by Mac Morna, of the 
" Golden Shield." The prefent Ode, or rather Rhapfody, I 
flatter myfelf will appear no unacceptable prefent to the Aca- 
demy, as well for its originality, as for the lights it throws on 
fome obfcure paflages in the antients. But to me it feems of 
ftill greater moment, by (I apprehend) proving " ad inftantiam 
" crucis," as is fometimes expreffed by philofophers, the early 
ftate of arts, letters and civilization in this country. 



* This Fergus is not to be confounded with Fergus, fon of Fion Mac Cumhal ; 
for Fion was but a boy at the time of the battle of Ci^ucha. The author of this ode 
was a Connaught bard, and celebrated for the harmony of liis numbers. 
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noss 5^u)LL m^ic itior?/V2i so/v* s)os. 

THE ODE OF GOLL, THE SON OF MORNA. 
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Le-orfittn tr<icd|iiii<t6. <t Ie6-M<i'6 b)ot)B<t)"D. 
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* 7?0|15<t C<tC<t, an extempore ode or martial rhapfody. This we may con- 
jefture was fometimes ufed by the Greeks ; of whom fee Tyrtaeus, who Horace, 
De Art. Poeticd, thus celebrates — '* Tyrtseus mares animos in Martia Bella verfibua 
« exacuit." 

^ Goll was hereditary general and commander of the Connaught legions, from 
his father, called Clana-Morna. 

* Could we fuppofe that the original was tMYf^, it would greatly heighten the 
metaphor, — af-wellhigfca of fire ! — as it is known that in ftormy nights the fea appears 
a blaze of fire. 

^ Goll, at the battle of Cnucha, was rather youag ; and though great in arms, 
yet higher cxpe£tations were formed of him by his friends, and they were 
not difappointed. In this battle he flew the famous Cumhal, father to Fion 
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THE ODE OF GOLL, THE SON OF MORNA*. 

Goll, vigorous and warlike, chief" of heroes ! 
Generous and puiflant hand : meditator of glorious deeds. 
Bulwark ' dreadful as fire : terrible is thy wrath ! 
Champion of many battles : royal hero 
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Like a lion, rapid to the attack : ruin to the foe. 
Overwhelming billow ; Goll, frequent in adlion. 
Invincible in the moft dreadful confli<5ts. 



Great in the confli(5ls : warrior of increafing glory ^. 
Hero of mighty deeds. Lion furious in a(5tion ; 

Animating, 



(M'PKerfon's Fingal). Succeeding exploits added to his glory, and an aftion 
recorded of him when further advanced in years, proves the exalted fentiments of 
honour of the lernian knights. It was at the battle of Lena, in the King's county. 
The army of Gon appearing inferior in number and difcipline to that of his 
antagonift Eogan the Great, it was refolved, in a private council, to attack them 
before fun-rife of the day on which, by mutual confent, the battle was to be 
fought. Goll was fent for, and this refolution imparted to him ; but he returned 
the following noble anfwer : " On the day that my firft arms were put into my 
" hands / vowed never to attack my enemy by night, by furprize, or under any 
« kind of difadvantage ; nor fliall I, at this day, violate that vow." The attack was 
neverthelefs made : Goll was in vain called for ; but he did not appear till day-light. 
He attacked fword in hand, and flew the intrepid Eogan. This hero's body, raifed 
on the fliields of his enemies, Goll efpying, cried out, " Lay down the body of 
« the king of IMunfter, for he died like a foldier !" 
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lor^-b o{ bofb f tr<i5<i)b : -op |. TDtg TxojtijB, 
'^ja^ ti<t6 an ottani. rajtt Of<t|it)-fj05C)Zj. 

f^)r»i'fe-<t|i fl6g<i^tii<t6. Y^e^it loi) l<ti) 5ti)otti<t6. 
^ffSJ^tc ^fB^dc 50)|ie-. bl^c 50 tMbr^ti af^^^- ". 
cvrle- t:|i^)i) cfte-^/Je-. brjlle- ttbrrtrt Itt^rfie-. 

cjiotxi, cctic jO|i 5r)t. zr)fi 5<t tCftotH -fbon^otM. 
co-Mti o{ z^e<L-n -^btijitse-. 5^^^^ ""^^ E^^t^ 'tofb^. 
fe^<i|i tKt -f)6^ 'fbosta. tH<tc metttt m^ft niojititt. 



-fjat 



* The knowledge of arms was but a part of the education of Cchic warriors. 
In Ireland they muft ftudy hiftory, poetry, genealogy, &c. They were fworn 
to be the protestors of the fair, and the avengers of their wrongs ; polite in 
words and addrefs, even to their greateft enemies. Behold then the early and clofc 
unions between chivalry and romance, in oppofition to modern opinions. When 
the deputies of Agamemnon waited on Achilles, they found him in his tent, 
chaunting to his lyre the valorous deeds of heroes. — See the ninth Iliad. 

f Deflroyer of Councils, i. e. defeating, by his fuperior knowledge in war, the 
defigns of his enemies. 

K As it may appear ftrange to fee GoII celebrated as a great legiflator, it is to be 
obfcr\'ed that this was a particular department of ftudy, not only to the princes but 

to 
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Animating, harmonious bard '. Deftroyer of coimcils ', 
PuifTant, all vi<5loriovi8 ! 

Subdner of fierce legions. Ruin to the renowned. 
In anger impetuous. Admired by mighty monarchs. 
Chief of heavy tributes. Of all-perfuafive eloquence. 
Bold and intrepid warrior. Unbiafled legiflator ^. 

GoU, of martial pride. Strong in body, great in arms. 
Courteous and polite to the legions. Fierce and powerful in aiflion. 
Shield of great luftre. Flower of unfading beauty *■. 
Rapid as the mountain flood is the force of your ftrong arm. 

A fea over rivulets. Sullen in the duel. 
Great in the uproar of battle. Tower of ftrong defence. 
Billow over fwelling feas. Goll, terrible in the Ihouts. 
Lover of conftant defblation. Son to the great Morna. 

Patron 



to the military chiefs. Goll was an able legiflator ; fo was his antagonift Cumhal j 
and Fion, fon to the latter, wrote a treatife on the laws. All thefe duties were 
pointed out in a work wrote fome time after by the renowned Cormac, grandfon to 
the monarch Con, yet extant, called Advice to a King. 

^ It was not enough, by the Irifli code of laws, that the military fhould be tall, 
well-made, adtive and ftrong, but their countenances muft be fuch as to command 
love and refpeft. The prince and the common foldier muft be equally unble- 
milhed ; and it ftands on record that Cormac himfelf refigned the crown on having 
toft an eye. 
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t*5 5<^ f5 5 1^5<^5^)^' 'fe-xtji -fviBte- <i)t5e-<tti<t. 

cjtrttf 5<t6 cotti T5<tl<t. ttittc "Djdti T)e<t5 txtjiie- ". 
.fATt 5<i6 '^fp^ Mirtt<tj|t. ctjr tici^ ccajn ^)s^e-iXfi. 
' Sftff <t^ ZJrtiti e-)ti)5. 6l^o ti(t6 bitjc -"^e-ttr* ce-<t^. 

ttju)|t rrjUM cOft'Vfi) tfioffi. ^^jitfo -Y^^^nai) tfijti ". 
f 'Vile- f )5ft f Ir<i5tt6. TDe-tttZjtt rie^rt 5ii)0tji<t6. 

" v6^hr)b e-5rte-<ti)ix6. cots lom Irttt hr)Ue-ix6. 
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' The munificence and liberality of the Celtic nations to the literati was afto- 
Jiifliing. — Vide HiJ}. of Ireland, page 199, 254, i^c. 

* It is very Angular and worthy notice, that the name Phenius, Darius, Aongus, 
or Eneas, &c. vifibly of oriental origin, have been alfo at all times peculiar to this 
country : a collateral proof of our Afiatic defcent. But what more particularly ftrikes 
me is, that Gollam, which was the name of Milefius, has been and ftill is a name 
common in India andPeriia. It is not above twenty-five years ago that the prefidency 
of Bombay concluded a treaty with Gollam, a prince of the country. 

' Goil was defcended from the kings of Connaught of the Danaan race. They 
ruled Ireland for 195 years, under nine fucceffive monarchs. But after the Milefian 

con one ft 
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' Patron of bards ! refpite to champions. 
A tribute on Septs. Ruin of invaders. 
Prince of fure prote<5lion. Subduer of every country. 
Confpicuous in regal lavv^s. Impofer of heavy tributes. 

Prefiding in every great afTembly. Unboundedly generous. 
Penetrating in council. Gallant illue of the great Darius ". 
Watchful of every great charge. Of unftillied reputation. 
Head of the long reigning Sept '. Valiant and invincible. 

Sea of relbunding billows. Lord of high cultivations ">, 
Companion of gallant feats. Mighty are the ftrokes of the illuC- 

flrious GoU ! 
Vigilant commander of the legions. Devifer of exalted deeds. 
Fierce, all victorious. In words graceful and nervous. 

Goll, of fierce and mighty blows. Hero of rigid partition. 
Defpoiler of the Ernains '. Sword of rapid and fevere execution, 

conqueft their power was confined to the province of Connaught ; and this alfo, by 
marriage, fell to the Mflefians in the fourth century. 

"" The Irifh, like the Chinefe, always revered the plough. Though many deeds 
of our early monarchs have been loft, yet fuch as eminently promoted agriculture 
have never been forgot. Even the names of private adventurers in this way have 
been preferved ; and many trzCts of land in the kingdom yet retain the names of 
their firft reclaimers. Behold, then, the tafte and good fenfe of the bards in cele- 
brating Goll for fo elTential a quality to an Irifli hero ! See the expanded education 
of our anticnt knights ! 

" The inhabitants about Loch Erne were called Ernains and Erenochs. 

( O ) Hero 



[ >6 ] 

'■fldjt iict b^hoi,i c;)ie<tc. Itjct^c von thrmdm giitcc <" 
^jiuc <i5 fjrfcttt tr<tc. t\irt m ^rh<l Hat. 

cc-rtT) f tr<t)5 fio t^iotti. rdX) 5<t6: <oti xtctfi'VTiiB* 

be-jni tin iii6f BYijll-fe. C|tot)tt ctn corfi Ititinftt. 



* I fliould rather read tJJOflcltt, ruin, deflrutlion ; becaufe nothing is more 
certain than the conftant enmity between the two provinces, from an early period, 
and the prefent county of Clare the bone of contention. The Conacians claimed 
it, as being included in the partition of Leth Thuath, or northern Ireland. At an 
early period the Momonians were obliged to make Fearan Cloidhmky or fword land, 
of all the weftern coaft ; as they were, after the death of Goll, of many other parts. 
How early and how clear can we trace the fcedral fyftem in Ireland ! 

P The hair was an eflential ornament to the free Celtic warriors; for which 
reafon Clovis got the name of Chevelu, as then ruling over a free people. In Ireland 
he could not appear in arms, nor was he permitted to appear candidate for any 
employment in the ftate, who wanted his hair. The celebrated Cucullin, being 

foiled 
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Hero of heavy contribvitions. Conjlant benefaElor to Munjitr\ 
A fwift flowing flream ; fair as the fnowy foam. 

Protedor of Connaiight. Of unbounded enterprize. 
Generous hero of the long-flowing hair p. Shield to the retreating. 
Commander of mighty legions. Unrivalled in prowefs. 
Solid and extenfive iiipport. Great in the rout of battle. 

Great is the majefliy of my Goil ; his glory is unfullied. 
My Goll is a bulwark. The fpirit of clofe confli(5l. 

"» Goll, vigorovxs and warlike, &c. 

foiled in fingle combat. Ins adverfary cut off his hair, as a further mark of reproach 
to a 'km^t -who had faljlfied his ivord : and we are told he remained concealed for 
near a year, or 'till his hair grew again. The celebrated legiflator Cormac, in the 
third century, when he firft; became candidate for the monarchy, his hair was 
intentionally burned at a public entertainment, and he for that time was obliged to 
relinquifli his claim. It is further remarkable of this fame prince, that after a 
glorious reign of twenty-four years, having by accident loft an eye, he was obliged 
to relinquifli the monarchy. — See alfo WalkerV Hi/lorical Ejfay on the IriJJj Drefs, 
page 1 1 , 

1 Moft antient poems, as well as many of later date, clofed with a recitation of 
part of the firft verfe, not unlike the Da Capo in mufic. 
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